NASA's Mars rover Curiosity has discovered evidence that water flowed at the bottom of Gale Crater billions of years ago. Although scientists have found many hints of water on Mars before this discovery, rounded gravel pieces photographed by Curiosity (left) are similar to rocky outcrops on Earth (right). These suggest that the stream coursed at speeds of around one metre per second and was at least ankle-deep. See go.nature. com/fyogfs for more.
NASA's Mars programme should retain a focus on searching for evidence of past life, rather than on looking for
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Coronavirus cases
Scientists in the Netherlands have deposited the full sequence of a new coronavirus that is thought to have caused a respiratory illness in a person
Spanish pain
Spain's research and development budget will be cut for a fourth year if the draft budget for 2013 is approved. Presented to parliament on 29 September, the draft budget reduces science spending to €5.9 billion (US$7.6 billion) -€461 million or 7.2% less than in 2012. See go.nature.com/ msiepf for more.
Nuclear concerns
Plans to build a controversial type of uranium enrichment plant were given the green light by the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission on 25 September. Critics fear that the technology to be used at the facility in Wilmington, North Carolina, proposed
Saved species list
At its conference in Jeju, South Korea, earlier this month, the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) agreed to produce a 'green list' of fully conserved species. The news was announced last week by the Wildlife Conservation Society, based in New York, who co-sponsored the motion. The list will serve as a counterpoint to the IUCN's 'red list' of endangered species. See go.nature.com/tqhvdb for more.
US cuts loom
Federal research and development funds in the United States could be slashed by US$57.5 billion over the next five years under an across-the-board budget cut that is due to come into effect
Campuses struggle
State funding for US public research universities has been insufficient to keep pace with rising student enrolment over the past decade, according to a report by the National Science Board. Between 2002 and 2010, state funding per student dropped in 43 of the 50 states, with cuts as high as 48%. The board warns that the trend threatens to severely hinder research and development at the nation's 101 major public institutions, which train the majority of US scientists and engineers.
POLICY
French science safe
France's research and higher-education ministry received a 2.2% boost in the government's 2013 austerity budget on 28 September, escaping the cuts imposed on many other ministries. The increase will pay for 1,000 new university posts. Funding for research grants will also rise by 1.2% to €7.86 billion (US$10.1 billion) -a cut in real terms if inflation averages above 1.75% as expected. See go.nature.com/7ialrr for more.
Fusion failure
The National Ignition Facility, a US$3.5-billion laser fusion facility at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory in Livermore, California, did not meet a 30 September congressional deadline for 'ignition' (see Nature 483, 133-134; 2012) . That is the point at which the energy produced by the fusion process surpasses that put into the laser shot to trigger fusion.
BUSINESS
Trials monitor
In 
Element 113
Researchers in Japan have made their third atom of element 113 -a feat that
Comet discovery
The discovery of comet C/2012 S1 (ISON 
